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UNDER CONSIDERATION
THE UNKNOWN STUDENT
AN INTERVIEW WITH MICHAEL NARDELLA | AUGUST 20TH, 2022
Michael Nardella serves on the board of directors for the Christian Study Center. He practices law in Orlando and was a student at
UF (Classics 2003, Law 2007). His wife Molly also graduated from UF Law. Molly is a judge, and they are raising three young
children. We are grateful to their family for the gift of their time, talent, and treasure.
Tell us about how you became involved with the Study
Center.
A neighboring student invited me. However, I think my story
with the Center is a little different than others on the board who
continue to participate in the Center. As a
student. I never spoke to Richard. I never had
any sort of interaction with him. I didn't really
have friends at the Study Center. It wasn't a
place I hung out. I went for lectures, classes,
and I sat in the back, you know, and listened
and that's it. I wasn't either confident enough
or whatever it was to discuss, so Richard
Horner would have no reason to know who I
was, and I know I wasn't the only one. I know
there were other students like me there, who
were getting what they needed from the Study
Center, and he'll never know who they were.
When you shared your story at Richard's goodbye dinner
for board and staff, we were all moved and inspired. You
also recounted to us how you became a donor. Would you
share that with our readers?
I was walking to the Center, and Richard pulls up and, at
least in my mind, it was a car that didn't look like it was doing
very well. You know, this was 20 years ago, so, it could be
that the car was nicer than I remember, but I do remember a
frazzled man who looked stressed out coming out of the car.

I was a kid. But it was one of those moments where God just
talked to me. I was seeing this man who was so brilliant, really,
he could have done anything. I know he says otherwise, but he
had chosen to take this job and be in this place to help students
in a way that can't be an easy thing, to have no safety net,
right? And I just felt called right then to give. I
was five or six years away from having a real job.
It stuck with me, and I listened to that
command; you could tell from the records when
I first started.
Just over ten years ago. When we started
receiving your generous monthly donation,
we all wondered who is this? I reached out to
you via email and then Richard and you
began a conversation and a friendship. Now
you are very involved with the Center as a
board member, donor, and advisor. How did
you see the Center helping you, affecting your
life as you moved forward into the world, marriage, career,
and follower of Christ?
The Study Center came to me at a really critical time in my life.
When I was going through the fairly typical college crisis of
meaning and depression and the general struggle with faith,
purpose, the Christian faith and tradition I had grown up with
was not speaking to these issues in a really deep way.
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There are several Christian student ministry organizations on
campus and those organizations all have their place, but to me,
at least at that phase in my life, those groups were not speaking
to me. Nobody was able to engage my hard questions about
faith until I went to the Christian Study Center. And that was
the first time in my life that someone in the form of Dr.
Horner was taking these questions on fearlessly, intelligently,
and talking about them in a way that was consistent with faith
and meaning, and not either saying, "Hey, you're thinking too
much," or whatever platitudes that you normally get from
Christians who are trying to encourage you but who really
don't help but rather says, "Let's look at these deep, somewhat
insoluble problems and talk about them." No one else was
offering this kind of service to students, and so to answer your
questions, this changed my life.

How do you see other alumni of the Center being involved?
Not everyone will serve on the board as you do.

That put my on a track toward a deeper, more thoughtful
version of my faith that allowed me to have, you know, the sort
of, renaissance, I guess, in my faith, and it was from those
lectures, meetings, or whatever that I attended, that I began to
rebuild my faith, block by block, this time knowing each block,
instead of relying on what my parent said or my pastor said.
This gave me tools to rebuild a faith that was personally tested.
God started a process in me of renewal based on these things.

One of the hard things for us is figuring out how to help
people know we are here. I know several Christian groups
who use our facility for their meetings and that helps. And
we have Pascal's Coffeehouse which is a great form of
hospitality.

I think there was a part of me that was ashamed of being a
Christian, or wanting to be a Christian or was afraid my faith
was shameful because it's silly, right?
God is a man, he died, came back.
All of these things are foolishness, right?
To have someone talk to you about it in that way and present
you the great thinkers, both from the Christian perspective,
like a Pascal, and the great atheists like Nietzsche, helped
answer my questions. Richard's arguments were always in good
faith, and it never felt like propaganda or a sales pitch. And
Richard is very humble about it. That is what gave him the
credibility with me, and I assume with other students. It
allowed me to see everybody's best shot and make a decision
that was fully informed, without worrying that I'm making a
silly decision. I did my due diligence, right? This is a true
attempt to get to truth. I think that is what the Study Center
does that is so valuable.

I would say support is the biggest one, because people may not
realize that, at least from my experience, the Center is the only
game in town for this kind of ministry. It's a pretty targeted
ministry, but I would say that it's more necessary than ever
considering people are sending their children to the University
of Florida, who are 18, with no accountability, and they are
surrounded by peer groups and professors who have attitudes
that are extremely hostile to our faith. A lot of these kids are
smart and thoughtful, but they are going to be turned off by the
more traditional Christian ministries. There are kids out there
who need something like this, and if this isn't here, they aren't
going to get it.

When I hear someone is going to school at UF, the first thing I
do is tell them, "You need to check this place out." It's gotten a
lot harder to get into UF, but the alumni can direct their friends
when they hear their friends kids get in and make a pitch for it.

Thank you for your time and thoughts today.

PASCAL'S RAISE THE BAR UPDATE
The campaign is over and work is complete. We raised
just over $95,000 and were able to provide the
remainder through our budget. Thank you to all who
contributed for the first time or stretched to give
above and beyond. As students and student groups
fill the building, we are grateful for the beautifully
refinished floors, the new bar and the roof!

NEWS & NOTES
CSC
Mike Sacasas began his position as executive
director on July 1st. The CSC board and staff gave
a celebratory dinner in June in honor of Richard
Horner before he began his well-deserved
retirement.
Christine Emba of The Washington Post will visit
October 13th to speak on her book, Rethinking
Sex: A Provocation. Stephanie Bennett of Palm
Beach Atlantic will visit Nov 3rd and speak on
digital efficacy, spiritual disciplines and redeeming
public discourse. Linda Fuchs of the University of
Florida will give a talk titled "A Roman Christian
Laughs at Death: Games at Play on a Sarcophagus"
on November 10th at 7:00 pm. Several reading
groups are ongoing: Leslie Newbigin and The
Gospel in a Pluralist Society, Iris Murdoch and The
Sovereignty of Good, and another group on Irish
poetry. See the programs page on the CSC website
for more details.
In case you missed it, Dr. Horner's last lecture as
director, "The Wisdom of Qoheleth: Ecclesiastes as
a Meditation on Life in a Troubled World" is
available via "For Your Consideration: A Podcast
of the Christian Study Center"at Substack, Apple,
or Spotify.

PASCAL'S
A warm welcome to our new barista fellows:
Hannah Burdett, Jamar Crockwell, Jordan
Hadley, Mackey Jones, Parker Kruse, and Wyly
Yant. They join the team of seasoned baristas,
Katie Corsi, Lauren Hooks, Heather McGeachy,
and Anabel Zimmerman under Sycora Benavides,
manager.
Anabel Zimmerman has been our chef this past
year and we welcome her to a new role this fall:
Director of Hospitality.
We thank God for his provision of a new
custodian, Verity Petit.
This semester the Barista Society will study You
Are Not Your Own: Belonging to God in and
Inhuman World by Alan Noble. Sycora is looking
forward to guiding the conversation as the baristas
become a community of spiritual and vocational
care for one another and for Pascal's.

TRIBUTE GIFTS
Dick Fisher gave gifts in memory of his wife and
Richard Horner's sister, Karen Fisher.
Richard S. Carnell gave gifts in memory of his
parents, Corbin Scott Carnell and Carol
Young Carnell.
John Muether gave a gift in honor of Richard
Horner.
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Christine Emba Rethinking Sex: A Provocation
October 13 | 7:00 p.m. | CSC Classroom
Stephanie Bennett "Re-visiting Digital Efficacy: Redeeming Public Discourse in an Age of Expediency"
November 3 | 7:00 p.m. | CSC Classroom
Linda Fuchs "A Roman Christian Laughs at Death: Games at Play on a Sarcophagus"
November 10 | 7:00 p.m. | CSC Classroom

